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I am broadly interested in the role of governance in political processes, specifically in opaque
societies where political behavior is difficult to observe such as non-democratic regimes, non-
state actor groups such as terrorists, as well as nonviolent social movements.

I analyze linguistic patters of power, status, deception, and gender using computational
linguistics in the context of political crises.

My research examines what themes shape public and private communication, how state media
and social media influence public opinion, and how exogenous events influence language.
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Autocratic leaders tend to use more formal language than democratic leaders
Positive language drives public opinion polls in populist dictatorships, and also helped keep 

leaders in power in the Arab Spring
Real news has lower referential cohesion and higher deep cohesion, more complex syntax, and 

more concrete words than fake news
The language of radicalization mirrors normal adolescent developmental processes
In Rwanda, different linguistic strategies were used via RTLM to incentivize violence
“Noisy” propaganda from North Korea signals changes in the regime
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Corpus selection bias skews 
heavily toward English 
language sources and 

computational programs

 Information deficiencies: 
 Low-resource languages
 Data not missing at random (dictators, 

conflict, archiving)
 Corpus generation
 Preponderance of English-language corpora
 Computational tools in non-English 

languages
 Document pre-processing issues

 Politics and the language pipeline
 Doctoral programs in the US
 Partnership with global scholars
 Manifestation of selection bias in journals
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Event Data GIGO: 
Good (data) in, Good (forecasting) out

Political instability is difficult to model, 
but can be better! 

The highest-level sources (newswires) fail 
to capture early warning indicators reported 
in non-English local media. (Arab Spring)
Language deficits, low resource languages
Presentation of news stories
Automated quantitative text analysis needs 

to be scaled up for more languages (Coh-
Metrix in En, Es, Fr, De, Ru, Cn)
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